My Testimony, Doug Crabb    (Updated September 13, 2011)

Born in Valdez Alaska at the El Nathan Children’s Home in the fall of 37 I lived my first 3 weeks of life there with my mother. Dad was in Chitina 130 miles away, their mission station. My parents were and are still to me great servants of the Lord willing to live sacrificially to serve Him and now are with the Lord. 

The story of Pilgrims Progress is full of Scripture. An invited group of Indian and white folk gathered night after night in Chitina to hear this great story and listen to the Word of God that went along with it. I loved the story as it spoke to my heart. God revealed to me my personal need of a Savior through the scripture in this story. Though I was only four years old I visualized myself as Pilgrim, travelling along with a great load, my personal guilt, the guilt of my sin. I knew I was a sinner and I knew that I was hell bound and not ready to meet the Lord if I died without Christ.

Pilgrim came to the foot of the cross and there he fell at its base confessing his sin to God. Pilgrim’s load of sin and guilt were cut loose from his back and rolled down the hill to the grave at the bottom of the hill and were remembered no more. I remember vividly as I understood this Bible truth, I too wanted forgiveness of sin.

I still remember that night, I was told to go to bed after everyone left. After my mother left the room that night I knelt beside my bed and cried out to a holy God to forgive me of my sin… He did and that night new life came to as Christ came to indwell me. I was baptized at 9 years old in Vancouver B.C, my parents were on furlough.

I am so thankful to the Lord that I responded to Him as a child in early years. God has protected me from departure from the way and a life of sin. Through High School, the military and in the work place I had a godly fear of entering into a life of sin and the world. I was not saved out of the world; God saved me from the world and a lot of ungodliness that always leaves the scars of sin. All praise to Him who reigns supreme.

After High School dad and I looked at homestead property near the Fairbanks area. Dad loved the place we looked at and I really did as well. It was on a hill, the timber was nice, the view great but my heart was not in that and I told dad that I really wanted to go to Bible school and study the Word of God and set out in my life to serve the Lord and that is what I did.  My dear dad was sad to see me leave home but was thankful to see me studying God‘s Word. By His grace I have desired God’s will for my life and I have loved its blessed course.

I went to Emmaus Bible College in Oak Park Illinois where I graduated with the diploma certificate as Emmaus in those years was not an accredited Bible College. In later years I did studies with Trinity School of the Bible and Seminary, Newburgh Indiana and have a Bachelors degree in Biblical Studies.  

I met Jeanne during Emmaus years. Jeanne was a Wheaton student in nursing and is an RN. We had a date at Founders Week in Moody Church in the fall of 56. Again the Word pounded my soul and that night as we sang Channels Only Blessed Master, I/we dedicated our lives to serve the Lord. It happened later that we believed the Lord would have us serve Him together and that has been a great thing for us both. Jeanne has been such a faithful wife to me a lady of purity, nobility and a bond servant of the Lord with me.

We have served the Lord in Alaska together for 14 years, in Montana for 20 years, in New Mexico for 6 years and now in California for 12 years we have seen the leading of the Lord in so many ways. Life has not been easy and we could write of hardship and trials but that is what life is made up of this side of glory. God has been faithful to us. We have experienced the opposition of men who knew not God and the opposition of God’s people who misunderstood us but God has been present with us for a life time. The pay off has been in the lives of those who we have seen trust Christ as Savior and have gone on to serve the Lord. We look for a place in the future whose builder and maker is God. There with the redeemed throng we shall enjoy eternity with the LORD along with countless others. We realize that this work has been done with the help of our God… Neh. 6:16

We have been involved in church planting, youth work, short term mission’s projects, teaching the Word, discipling individuals and writing projects. We have also been involved in physical projects down through the years. We believe the Lord has been our God and that He has led us in the way that we should go.

Currently we serve the Lord in California among people that we have opportunity with. The Lord has given us desire to begin yet another project, a disciples training center or Bible school/discipling center for individuals who also have a passion to know more of God’s exceeding grace. For some 9 years now we have held a Bible class in our Apple Valley home on Thursday evening. Now it is also called one of HCC’s ISI evenings in the Word. We thank the Lord for Hesperia Community Church in the High Desert of Southern California! We teach and preach the Word by invitation in other churches. Our satisfaction is in the LORD our God.
